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REPORT ON THE OFFICIAL ANNUAL ANNIVERSARY OF LEGAL
On the 26th. Day of January 2017 at 16:45pm, LEGAL hosted an evening dialogue with key
stakeholders and partners in commemoration of its second year of advocacy in Liberia. This was
held in the conference room Swedish Embassy Monrovia.
In her welcome remarks the acting Residence Ambassador, Elizabeth Heilena of the Swedish
Embassy, lauded LEGAL for the effort and said the organization should feel free to contact the
Embassy when necessary as it strive to voice out issues affecting the LGBT Community in Liberia
and their protection and participation in the national agenda.
Executive Director of LEGAL, Jennifer K. Henshaw said the dialogue is to present LEGA’s 2016
Analytical Report on activities conducted, the achievements, challenges and recommendation
on the way forward so as to gain stakeholders and partners support to implementing its 2017
project proposal title; “Enhancing the Rights and Protection of Sexual Minorities and other
vulnerable groups in Liberia”. She outline some of the achievements of LEGAL, as the numbers
of LBT women, girls, uniformed officers and sex workers reached with enhanced knowledge on
human rights advocacy, understanding the section of the constitution that calls for protection
for all under the laws of Liberia and sexual reproductive health and Gender. Total numbers of
persons trained is 135.
Key items of the dialogue:
Ø Objective
Ø Brief History of LEGAL
Ø Activities Conducted
Ø Impact
Ø Financial Narrative
Ø Challenges and
Ø Recommendation
The presentation was done by the Executive Coordinator of LEGAL, Jennifer K. Henshaw and it
was followed by questions from invitees, on protection, the LNP involvement, the elections
etc... This segment was moderated by Isaac Tibenkana Sempungu, consultant of LEGAL. During
the questions and answer’s period, Madam Elizabeth Heilena of the Swedish Embassy asked as
to how the LGBT community protected? In her response, the Executive Director of LEGAL
mentioned that this is done through the protection focal persons in the various police deports
at the community levels. The representative from the UNMIL Human Right Protection Service,
Victoria Willie expressed her concern base on the presentation and asked as weather the
proposed 2017 project was only targeting girls? The Executive Director quickly responded that
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if the project is funded by donors it will not be limited to, but includes; vulnerable women, girls,
disabled and other minority groups.
Mr. Zubah T. Mulbah, Sr. a representative from the National Aids Commission of Liberia asked
about the gender status of LEGAL, weather it is just a feminist based organization and also the
meaning of Feminist? Jennifer K. Henshaw made the clarity as a feminist organization
advocating for social justice and freedom, social change, political participation of the LGBT
community, legal services and women’s rights. For short a person a person who advocates for
the rights of marginalized women, girls and other vulnerable groups, and re-iterated that LEGAL
is a Rights Based Feminists Organization that is advocating for the rights and protection of LBT
women, girls sex workers and other vulnerable groups. He thanked LEGAL’s Team and later
recommends that in the future let there be some caption or description under photos that will
be presented so as the audience to get a clear understanding.
Madam Emma SUNDBLAD of European Union representative extend her hands of appeal to
LEGAL, requesting LEGAL to encourage Liberians not only to register for the 2017 presidential
and general election but to also spare their time to vote on voting day as EU has poured a lot of
cash in the forthcoming election and if Liberians failed to register to vote it will be a loss on
their part. Such concern was acknowledged and noted by LEGAL’s Team and the Executive
Director promised to implement same.

Moses Browne, a Human Rights Advocate gave an outline and overall view on “The Role of the
Media in Human Rights Advocacy in re and post Elections in Liberia” as it relates to LGBTIQ
while Mr. Thompson Ade-Baryor of the Regional Human Rights Watch did a PowerPoint
presentation on “The Role of the Justice System in Human Rights Advocacy, pre and postelection, with specific reference on security and protection for vulnerable groups respectively.
This was followed by few questions and answers from the audience and was answered by the
two presenters respectively.
At the close of the event remarks were made by representatives from the USA Embassy,
Swedish Embassy, European Union, UNMIL, INHRC, NAC, MOJ, LNP and the program was
climaxed with benediction by LEGAL Executive Director, Jennifer K. Henshaw. Who commended
the invitees for being part of the stakeholders and partners dialogue which talked about the
role of the media in Human Rights Advocacy in Pre and Post Elections in Liberia (LGBTIQ) and
the role of the Justice System in Human Rights Advocacy Pre and Post-Elections with specific
reference to Security and Protection for the LGBT community in Liberia. The program officially
ended by 06:58pm with a group photos. The total of thirty two [32] participants attended the
program.
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PROGRAM PICTORIAL

Figure 1 Participants listening to the presentation, the Swedish Embassy Conference Room

Figure 2 Participants Viewing a PowerPoint Presentation of LEGAL Analytical Report
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Figure 3 The Executive Coordinator of LEGAL making a PowerPoint presentation

Figure 4 LEGAL Executive Coordinator responding to some questions from the participants
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Figure 5 Far Right, Mr. Zubah Mulbah of the NAC registering his concern and question at the same time

Figure 6 Mr. Moses Browne, a Human Rights Advocate and Journalist presenting on the Role of the Media in
Human Rights Advocacy in Pre and Post Elections in Liberia
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Figure 7 Cllr: Thompson Ade-Baryor from Rgional Human Rights Watch presenting on the "Role of the
Justice System in Human Rights Advocay, Pre and Post-Election, with specific reference on Security and
protection for LGBT Community"

Figure 8; Participants posses for a group photo at the end of the program
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